
Father Prabhakar Marneni 
Homily – Second Sunday of Advent (Dec. 3/4) 
 

 
A.Advent.2nd.Sun.  Is.11.1-10.  Rom.15.4-9.   Mt.3.1-12. 
 
There was a little boy visiting his grandparents on their farm. He was given 
a slingshot to play out in woods. He was walking around the house and saw 
grandma’s pet duck. Just out of impulse, he let the sling fly; it hit the duck 

on the head and killed it. He was shocked and grieved. He dug a pit and hid the duck in the mud, 
but his sister Mary was watching him. The following day grandma called Mary to wash the 
dishes. But she said, Grandma, Johnny said that he wanted to help you in the kitchen. Then she 
turned towards Johnny and whispered to him, Remember the duck and Johnny did the dishes. 
Again, in the evening, when grandma called Mary to help to make dinner and Mary smiled and 
said, Grandma, Johnny told me that he would like to help you to prepare the dinner. Mary turned 
to Johnny and whispered, remember the duck. After many days of doing his chores and his 
sister’s, Johnny could not stand it any longer. He went and confessed to his grandma that he 
killed the duck. Grandma knelt and hugged him and said, Sweetheart, I know that you killed the 
duck. I was at the window and saw everything. But because I love you, I had forgiven you. I was 
just wondering how long you would allow Mary to make you a slave of you. Johnny’s 
confession led to his liberation. When we confess, we do not tell God what he does not know. He 
knows everything, because he was standing at the window. Our failure to confess enslaves us. 
 
In today’s’ gospel, John the Baptist called the people to produce fruits fit for repentance. His 
message was in one way a threat and in another way, it is a promise. He calls people a brood of 
vipers and warns them that it will avail them nothing to plead before God and their fellowmen; 
unless they change, they are doomed to perish. John calls for a radical conversion. The Greek 
term Metanoein means in the Biblical context a change of heart and mind, which is necessary to 
acknowledge, to recognize and enter God’s kingdom. He warned the people; Even now the axe is 
laid to the root of the tree, so that any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown on the fire. Fruitlessness is a dangerous state, and it always invites disaster. 
 
We need to examine and see the cause of fruitlessness, the consequences of fruitlessness and the 
escape from fruitlessness. The cause of fruitlessness. The season of Advent is the season of 
waiting for the Lord. The best way to wait for the Lord is to be ever prepared for his coming. As 
we clean up the mess in our homes before an important guest arrives, so we are to clean up the 
mess in our lives before Christ arrives. Cleaning the mess in our lives is through repentance. 
Repentance is something more than merely grieving over our sins. It is confession of our sins 
with a firm resolve to change for better. In other words, it is bearing appropriate fruits as result of 
sorrow for sins. Fruitlessness results due to lack of repentance and refusal to change from sinful 
ways. We may think that we do not see any sin in us. And there is no reason for repentance. But 
in the Bible, the book of proverbs says, A just man sins seven times and rises. (24:16). One 
famous spiritual writer said the major spiritual problem of the present age is that it has lost the 
sense of sin. When we stand before God, we are all sinners. 
 



The consequence of fruitlessness. Fruitlessness always invites disaster. Jesus in the parable of the 
fig tree reinforced this message. The fruitless fig tree was almost cut down. It escaped 
destruction only because of the hope of bearing fruits. Anything that is fruitless always invites 
disaster. A rod that lies useless invites rusting. A book that is unread for long invites bookworms. 
A house that is uninhabited invites dilapidation. A life that is fruitless invites condemnation. As 
in the nature so in life, uselessness always invites disaster. The escape from fruitlessness. 
Someone said True repentance has a double aspect: it looks upon the past with a weeping eye 
and upon the future with a watchful eye. The escape from fruitlessness is through conversion and 
confession. 
 
Bishop Fulton Sheen wrote, there has been no single influence that has done more to prevent 
man from finding God and rebuilding his charcter, has done more to lower the moral tone of 
society than the denial of personal guilt. Adopting a new lifestyle through conversion or change 
of heart ought to be man’s response to God’s invitation to share his divine love. But conversion 
through repentance is not achieved in a day or a week or a month-it is a life –long process. We 
are called to convert ourselves to the will of God who sent us His only son to reveal God’s love 
to us. During advent, the season of preparation for the coming of the Lord, let us offer a personal 
welcome to Christ. We need to confess and come out of it. Let us confess and cast out the furies 
of anxiety, fear and sleeplessness. God has forgiven us, because he was standing at the window. 
We only need to repent, confess and thus bear good fruits in our lives. 


